
Parent Conversation via Zoom 
 Questions and Answers 

 
All questions and comments are welcome!  

If you do not see your question below,  
please email you question to buell@brooklynschools.org  

 
Disclaimer: Brooklyn Public Schools is committed to educating our students in a safe learning 
environment.  The safe environment will confirm to guidelines and recommendations from the 
Connecticut State of Education 
 
 
Last Updated May 28, 2020 
 

1. Q: Pre-K and Kindergarten are 100% hands on learning. Teachers need to be up 
close and personal in order for these young children to learn properly.  My fear is that the 
state is going to be more concerned about new guidelines and restrictions then they are 
with our children getting the education they need.  Are there any plans in place right now 
to address this?  Pre-K and Kindergarten education is not conducive with social 
distancing. 
A: I agree 100%, PK, K (and most of the elementary school) are not really prepared for 
social distancing!  I am discussing this with other early childhood providers and OEC, 
Office of Early Childhood Education. 

 
2. Q: With the possibility of daily temperature screens being conducted at the entrance to 

the school, can we expect the number of unexcused absences to go away or at least 
be increased?  Many children have gone to school with a 100 degree fever and no other 
symptoms.  In cases like that 99% of parents will not take their children to the doctor for 
a doctors note.  Very similar to a stomach bug.  No one takes their children to the 
doctors when they have the stomach bug.  
A: We have also been discussing this.  We will track attendance, but there will not be 
excessive letters for students who are out sick.  We are promoting staying at home if 
they are not well AND we are still required to "track" attendance.  If there is a child with 
excessive absences that are not COVID related we will continue to work with the family 
and promote better attendance.  

 
3. Q: Kids are going to be extremely excited to return to school and see friends and 

teachers.  I'm very concerned that social distancing guidelines are going to limit the 
educational experience.  I am also very concerned that children will be disciplined for 
not following social distancing guidelines.  Will our children be reprimanded for 
hugging a friend? 
A: Students will not be disciplined for forgetting about social distancing.  We will teach 
and remind students about this but they will not be reprimanded.  Of course, when we 
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remind students they can't hug their teachers or friends, or hold hands, this does not 
mean that all students will understand.  We will all be patient as we learn!  We are a 
school and we will be here to teach and help our students learn! 

 
4. Q: We've all have experience with E-Learning now.  I would hope that it can continue in 

the future for something like a snow day, to avoid children from having to be in school 
longer then needed.  Can we expect the elimination of snow days going forward? 
A: Distance learning for snow days is something we would like to have in place, 
however, this is a broader discussion at the State level and will require local board policy 
consideration.  This is a discussion that will occur once we are past the many details of 
the opening.  

 
5. Q: If a child is screened at the door of the school for a temperature, and they have a 

low grade (100.4) temp that the parent was unaware of, will they be sent home?  If so, 
what's the process?  Most parents may be at work by the time the child reaches the 
school. Is there going to be a "Isolation" room or something for the child to go to while 
they wait to be picked up?  Also, if that child has siblings in the school, will they be 
removed from school as well?  As a precaution?  
A: The current fever guidelines are 100.  If a student has a temperature of 100 their 
parents will be contacted. We will have bus monitors taking temperatures on each bus 
and at each entrance to the school for parent drop off.  It will be very important that every 
child has emergency contacts who can assist when parents are not available to pick up a 
child.  We have limited isolation rooms that we can use for suspected cases of COVID at 
each school.  Quarantined students/families/staff will be following the Department of 
Health and CDC Guidelines.  Siblings temperatures will be taken and if they have a fever 
they will also be sent home. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine-isolation.html 

 
6. Q: Is there any plan in place to create a task force in our district, including teachers, 

administrators, local leaders, and parents, to create a more fluid plan of action for the 
future?  
A: We have been having smaller meetings with a wide range of stakeholders.  We will be 
bringing representatives from the different stakeholders together to create a District 
Reopening Team.  Thank you for your interest in contributing to this team. 
 

7. Q: If we decide to continue to homeschool our children(distance learning) would we 
continue through the current programs or would we have to seek out other avenues?  
A: There are a few different models.  One was a 25% model and one was a 50% model.  
I just heard a new model.  4 days a week for elementary and 1 day a week for middle  
and high school.  
A: In a model for elementary- a teacher that is teaching in class 4 days a week- would  
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not be able to maintain remote learning while teaching in the classroom.  The middle and  
high school students are already doing remote learning and they could offer remote  
learning. 

 
8. Q: Is the expectation that students would be wearing masks all day in school? 

A: Conflicting guidance from the state. The recommendation for schools is that all staff  
and all students will be wearing masks at all times. We are aware that there may be  
medical exemptions to be considered. We know that this will present challenges. The  
question that is being asked to the State as well. It is not an executive order yet. 

 
9. Q: Will the school be providing any guidance or suggestions of how parents can begin 

preparing their children for the idea of wearing masks in school. 
A: The administrative team has been discussing with staff how to begin desensitizing  
children to teachers wearing masks and the idea of wearing masks and that school is a  
safe place. We wear masks to stay healthy. 
 

10. Q: Are you considering more outdoor spaces for kids, as it seems being outdoors is 
safer? 
A: In a model that the state is talking about now, class size will be 10:1 or smaller. We  
will need to get outside more often, weather permitting.  

 
11. Q: How will it work in households of working parents with different aged students that 

one will be in school and the other at home? 
A:I think elementary would be through grade 5.  I think this is a good question for me to  
hear so I can bring that back to others.  There is no good answer.  
 

12. Q: Are children going to get in trouble if they are unable to wear their mask all day? Is 
this going to increase disciplinary issues? 
A: There are questions with this.  We know that children might not be able to self  
regulate like adults can.  I did ask for guidance and have not received any.  Last night I  
was speaking to someone in the medical field- the thought with the mask is that it is  
beneficial to others in the classroom for an extended period of time. 
A: Is my child going to be disciplined for wearing a mask? Of course not.  We will be  
teaching them about the mask and why we are wearing the mask.  We would set up  
reinforcement for wearing it for short periods of time. 
 

13. Q: When talking about 25% or 50% of the time, I see it difficult for parents and students. 
Children will not get a full year of learning.  Is there talk about extending the time they 
are in a grade level or a modified curriculum? 
A: These are valid comments, and why the latest model has been introduced.  
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14. Q: Do children have to be 12 to stay home with the current model? 
A: We will look into this.  **Since the meeting, BPS is working on a model that would  
bring back students grades PK-6 
 
 

15. Q: Do you envision that children will be traveling to different locations in the building 
A: We have had many conversations - I believe we will be bringing meals to the children  
(smaller pool of people who could potentially infect each other). The same cohort of  
people will stay together. 
A: Teachers might be traveling to students 
A: Limited related arts due to sharing of materials and cross contamination 
 

16. Q: For 6th graders, will it be set up similar to what the high schoolers are doing?  An 
all-day virtual classroom? 
A: At the state level, they are not yet dictating this. As a district, we have evolved, and  
we must address how we monitor how children are checking in every day. It is a different  
model as we go to different grade levels.  We plan on creating a system with increased  
facetime and accountability for daily lessons and work.  
 

17. Q: Sports- Are we going to try to have something like cross country where there is no 
contact with others?  It is good for social distancing. 
A: Cross country is easy at the high school level.  The children can go off aone.  It is a  
bit more difficult at the middle school level as we do need the students a little closer  
together.  Time will tell. 
 

18. Q: Hopefully, we are waiting to make any final decisions.  We are in the lowest infection 
area.  If we don’t bring these children back, we will have a whole generation of mental 
health issues. 
A: We agree that we are trying to address the social and emotional needs of our  
students. 
 

19. Q: Phase 2 is June 20th.  Wouldn’t that mean sports can open up in fall?  
A: Not necessarily - school sports operated under DOE - soccer, for example, will not  
happen. Some fall sports may occur, it is something we will consider. 
 

20. Q: I hope we can come to some model where our middle school students go back.  I 
think middle school “no” should be looked at.  Could we put tents out or use the Tiffany 
Street building?  
A: We would very much like to have all of our students back, in a safe, healthy learning  
environment. Right now (10:1 model) - we need 40 classrooms PK - 3; at BES, we  
currently have 42 rooms available. Grade 4-5, at BMS - need 18 rooms. 28 currently  
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available at BMS.  
A: Discussions with the Town about sharing spaces, transportation, etc. are ongoing.  
We would need 27 buses with the current model. We only have 15 buses.  Ongoing  
discussions to arrive at the most logical model will occur.  Due to buses, we may be  
required to have staggered start times.  
 

21. Q: Platform for middle school- My students are losing motivation.  If we are looking at a 
school year, it will be difficult.  Having Zoom meetings for each class would be helpful.  
A: We are looking at improving the model. 
 

22. Q: Is band even an opportunity for kids in the fall? 
A: There does not seem to be a way that any wind instruments and chorus class are  
options.  It seems very unlikely. Distance learning wind instrument classes could be a  
possibility. 
 

23. Q:Talking about the current proposal with elementary and  classes of 10 students. You 
mentioned that a certified teacher would be with half of the kids and a non-certified staff 
member would be in another room. How do you picture that looking for kids? 
A: This is speculation at the moment, but ex: Room A with a teacher, Room B with a  
non-certified staff - teaching the same lesson plan for 1 week.  The following week the  
Room A would have the non-certified staff and Room B would have the teacher. This will  
serve to reduce transmission should someone in the one group become sick. Limits the  
number of people quarantined if that is necessary.  
 

24. Q: Social interaction is a concern - how will this be addressed, especially with younger 
students?  Will our children be able to mingle with students from other classes? 
A: Mingling will likely not happen unless it is in a Zoom like format.  There will be some  
lessons for social skills.  It is my thought that there will not be socialization. All I can do is  
follow the guidance from the Department of Health and loosen the restrictions when it is  
safe to do so. 
 

25. Q: I’m thinking about all the changes and what we are asking our teachers to do.  How 
will we train them to teach a different model? Desks in a row but don’t lose that 
cooperative piece.  How will we support these changes? 
A: We understand that we have worked hard to move to a collaborative teaching and  
learning model of learning.  We understand that this is a huge step back, but it is  
necessary at this time.  The teachers have a Professional Development and Evaluation  
Committee.  I don’t believe the State will waive the evaluation for teachers.  As you  
know, we have started with ½ day of professional development now to help us with these  
changes for the remainder of the school year.  If we go to the 4 days, the 5th day will  
continue to be professional development. 
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26. Q: If we are unable to go back to school in the fall are you going to be looking at different 

platforms or ways to do distance learning? 
A: I think we have had conversations with the administrative team, addressed some in  
the Distance Learning Handbook (DLH) - if there are specific concerns, please talk  
to/follow up with building administrators. We are considering different platforms.  

27. Q: I wanted to speak out about the 3rd model you shared. Allowing one student to go 
back to school and others from the family not, will be unfair to the social-emotional needs 
A: I understand this challenge.  

 
28. Q: Distance learning has been a struggle - has there been discussion with other schools 

to combine resources/space?  
A: We are open to looking at options, but all districts are in the same situation of needing  
to find space. 
 

29. Q: I have 4 kids in the school.  Our child struggling the most is our 5th to 6th.  If there is 
a rotation of grades, maybe we do it month to month so all children can get into the 
building.  PreK should be dropped at this time as it is a luxury not a right.  

 
30. Q: Is the Department of Health talking about the dangers of wearing masks indoors all 

the time? 
A: All of these plans, whoever they go through, has a DoH person working with them.  
When the plans get pushed through, it goes from local to regional to state.  It also  
passes through the health professionals then to the Governor.  That is why some of this  
takes so long.  As far as wearing the mask, it is a question that has been asked and we  
await a response. 
 

31. Q: Is the Department of Health talking about the flattening of the curve, are they now 
talking about boosting immune systems to fight off infection? 
A: Unsure if this has been part of the conversation, will be brought up at next regional  
meeting. 
  

32. Q:Giving up fall sports is a mistake.  If we get to the point where we have to wear masks, 
I can get these masks from my company at a reasonable price. 
A: Thank you - we can discuss this. 
 

33. Q: Sub plans would need to be written everyday- that would be very difficult.  And asking 
non-certified staff to teach each day would be difficult.  Maybe we could use live 
streaming to the other classroom if needed. 
A: That is a good idea. 
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34. Q: State testing and monitoring- The teachers get to know them, I’m nervous that the 
children that are not in school- the teachers will not get to know what kind of learner he 
is.  How can the state evaluate him when they don’t know each other. 
A: This will be difficult - Day 5 would be a day where kids could potentially come in for  
small group work, etc. Conversations have already begun between grade levels to get to  
know the types of learners we have. This is not ideal, and that is a good point.  

35. Q: You spoke to teacher evaluations and SBAC testing isn’t happening.  Will the state 
offer guidance around wanting to keep pushing the academics or to balance academics 
and social-emotional learning.  
A: Students have to come first to determine the support that they will need. We are  
getting about $117,000 in additional funding that we will use towards addressing the  
social-emotional needs of our children. I believe the SBAC testing will be back in place.  
Those districts that have been identified with a high level of need (not Brooklyn) that  
label has been removed and there will need to be some base-line assessments to  
determine those districts in need down the road. 
 

36. Q: Any talks on recess? 
A: I don’t know that we will be able to maintain the cleaning of the playscapes.  We may  
take smaller groups out.  We will find a way to play outside. 
 

37. Q: Playscape- The CDC came out saying the virus is not as contagious as originally 
thought.  I have a hard time grasping why we are talking about taking all of these steps? 
Overwhelmingly, the parents want the children back in school. What are you hearing?  
A: I think there are definitely some liability considerations involved in these  
recommendations (teachers getting sick, kids getting sick, etc..). Example: Middle  
School math teacher teaches 80-90 students and becomes sick after a week, then 80-90  
students must be quarantined. UA teachers see 300 students a week, then one  
becomes sick - then the entire school may be shut down.  
 

38. Q: Are the guidelines the same for private school?  
A: I do not know.  I believe they are following the same CDC guidelines. 
 

39. Q: With the possibility of middle schoolers- is there talk about how I can monitor my 
student?  I’m having a harder time with my older student.  Can I have access to know his 
plan- such as a parent portal? 
A: We can bring this to the distance learning team for consideration.  
 

40. Q: Will we provide transportation for the high schools? 
A: Yes. We will provide transportation but it is a little more complicated with technical 
high schools. We assume they will be following the guidelines for high schools.  
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41. Q: Elementary going back and middle staying home.  What about 504 or IEP?  How do 
we get the support?  What if a parent wants to move to an IEP? 
A: The request process is still the same. We will continue to monitor the situation with 
individualized, specialized instruction provided. We may use the Fridays to access 
students for individualized instruction in the building.  
 
 

42. Q: I had a question for you about the upcoming fall. My daughter will be entering 
kindergarten and I was wondering if there will be distance learning available to those 
parents who don't feel comfortable sending their kids. It's not that I am afraid of the virus, 
it's that I am afraid of what the new guidelines are going to do to her mental health.  
A: We have not determined yet if there will be a distance learning option available yet.  I  
have requested this guidance from the State Department of Education and we are  
looking into this as a district as well.  If there are numerous students who will not be  
attending, we may be able to use existing resources to support this, but if we are  
teaching in school with students, we may not be able to support both at home and in  
school. 
 

43. Q: My child will be in elementary school next year and has asthma and is under the care 
of a pulmonologist.  I have been told they cannot wear a mask due to this asthma. 
Would a face shield that covered the entire face be allowed?  If they are not wearing a 
mask, I want to be aware of the language used, I don't want my child to feel they "aren't 
safe" or "not healthy" because they will not be wearing a mask. 
A: We will follow medical recommendations.  I appreciate the thought and we will revisit 
that. 
 

44. Q: I am also concerned about 6th grade not being brought back to school.  I feel that 6th 
grade should be brought back to school before the Pre-K students, as there are many 
more years to catch up the pre-k kids, the 6th graders need the instruction now.  It has 
been extremely difficult to keep my daughter caught up, she has 8 google classrooms to 
check each day and teachers post zoom meetings with only an hours notice.  My 
husband is a scientist working on a corona vaccine and I am a teacher so we will not 
have the luxury of staying home with her.  I cannot see her managing her work and 
staying on task by herself, and I would not leave her home alone four days a week, she 
is still too young for that.  Many 6th graders will still be 10 when the school year starts, 
12 being the State of Connecticut's suggested age for children being left alone for 
several hours. 
A: The district is planning for in school instruction 4 days/week for PK-grade 6. 
 

45. Q:  I would also like to suggest that if we have distance learning next year, it will be 
made mandatory for elementary teachers to do zoom meetings with their students at 
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least once a week.  My son has had no contact from his teacher, except for taped 
lessons or computer lessons.  The elementary kids' social and emotional needs are not 
being met if they cannot see their classmates and teachers.  
A: As indicated, we are revisiting our DLH and best practices.  
 

I appreciate the voice of all of our stakeholders.  Thank you for spending 
the time together reviewing ideas for next steps.  The District Reopening 

Team will be discussing how to support our students.  
 


